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Since  1933  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  total  chicken  meat  supply  has  been 
coming  from  commercial  broiler  production.  During  1944  almost  one-fifth  of  the  total 
output  of  3,460  million  pounds  (dressed  weight)  was  from  commercial  broilers.  Total 
chicken  meat  production  in  1945  is  expected  to  be  less  than  in  1944,  with  a  further 
increase  in  the  proportion  provided  by  commercial  broilers. 
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SUGARY 

Demand  for  eggs  and  poultry  at  ceilir.g  prices  probably  will  continue 
strong  throughout  most  of  19^5*  reflecting  the  scarcity  of  red  meat,  high 
consumer  income,   and  large  military  requirements.    With  a  smaller  egg  pro- 
duction this  year  than  last  and  a.  small  into-storage  movement  this  spring 
egg  supplies  may  "be  insufficient  to  meet  demand  at  ceiling  prices  after  the 
flush  production  season.    Demand  for  poultry  meat  at  ceiling  prices  has 
exceeded  the  supply  "by  a  rather  wide  margin  for  several  months. 

Prices  received  "by  farmers  for  eggs  will  be  moderately  higher  in  19^5 
than  in  19UU  when  the  average  price  was  33*8  cents  per  dozen,  93  percent  of 
parity.    Prices  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  probably  will  continue 
above  those  of  last  year,  especially  after  July  1  when  increases  in  basic 
ceiling  prices  for  young  chickens  will  become  effective. 

Production  of  eggs  will  continue  moderately  below  last  year,  since 
the  average  number  of  layers  on  farms  is  less  than  in  ljjtyH.     Civilians,  how- 
ever, will  probably  receive  somewhat  larger  supplies  of  eggs,  primarily 
because  substantially  fewer  eggs  will  be  used  for  drying.    Total  chicken 
meat  production  for  19^5  appears  to  be  less  than  in  19^'4»  with  farm 
chicken  production  declining  more  than  the  increases  in  commercial  broiler 
output.    Because  of  increased  requirements  for  chicken  by  the  armed 
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forces,  civilians  probably  will  receive  significantly  smaller  quantities  than 
in  I9UU.     Civilian  consumption  of  chicken  meat  in  1°UU  was  about  23  pounds 
per  person,  5  pounds  more  than  the  19 35-39  average  of  18  pounds. 

Commercial  hatchings  during  March  were  268  million  chicks,  9  percent 
below  the  March  I9UU  record.    Demand  for  baby  chicks  in  March  exceeded 
supply  as  a  result  of  improvement  in  the  egg  price  situation  during  the 
past  3  months.     Commercial  hatcheries  were  unable  to  fulfill  demands 
fully  due  in  part  to  the  lack  of  suitable  hatching  eggs.    A  late  hatch  is 
expected  again  this  year,  with  a  situation  similar  to  that  in  I9U3  when 
17  percent  of  the  total  chicks  hatched  were  produced  during  June  and  July 
compared  with  a  usual  hatch  of  7  percent  during  those  2  months. 

Egg  production  on  farms  during  March  totaled         million  dozen, 
k  percent  below  March  of  last  year  but  38  percent  above  the  193U-I+3  average 
for  that  month.    The  average  number  of  layers  on  farms  was  9  percent  less 
than  a  year  earlier,  but  this  reduction  was  partly  offset  by  a  record 
average  output  of  I6.5U  eggs  per  layer.    This  rate  of  lay  almost  equaled 
that  reached'  in  recent  years  during  April.    Unusually  mild  weather  in 
March,  ample  feed  supplies,  and  a  favorable  egg-feed  price  ratio  were 
chiefly  responsible  for  the  high  rate  of  lay.    trices  received  by  farmers 
for  eggs  averaged  33. 1  cents  per  dozen  in  mid-March,  a  level  for  the  month 
exceeded  only  in  19^3  and  1920.    The  average  price  was  30.I  cents  per  dozen 
in  mid-March  l<)kk. 

During  March,  WFO  106,  the  turkey  embargo  order,  was  reinstated  so 
that  the  Army  could  procure  the  desired  quantities  of  turkey  meat.  Prioritie 
were  instituted  by  the  Army  on  both  shell  and  frozen  eggs  so  that  needed 
supplies  of  eggs  could  be  obtained. 

—  April  21,  19^5 
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OUTLOOK 

BACKGROUND. ~  The  meat  situation  is  at  present  a  significant 
factor  in  the  demand  for  poultry  and  eggs.     Accordingly,  a 
summary  of  important  facts  about  meat  follows  : 

Per  capita  consumption  of  red  meat  during  19^-U  was  the 
highest  since  1911,  reflecting  large  supplies  and  an  unusually 
strong  demand.     Production  of  meats  (dressed  weight)  during 
lSkk  was  at  a  record  level  of  2^.6  "billion  pounds,  which  com- 
pares with  an  average  of  l6.2  "billion  rounds  in  the  orewar 
years  19 35- 39 -     ^eat  output  in  I9U5  is  expected  to  "be  about 
2  2  "billion  rounds  less  than  the  19^  record  production,  pri- 

marily "because  of  a  decline  of  29  percent  in  the  19UU  pig 
crop  compared  with  I9U3 .     Supplies  available  for  civilians 
are  short  of  demand  at  ceiling  prices  by  a  wide  margin;  per 
capita  consumption  of  meats  in  19^+5  as  a  whole  will  be  far 
below  that  of  last  year  and  may  be  smaller  than  in  the  193c>~39 
period. 

Demand  for  Eg gs  at  Ceiling  Prices 
May  Exceed  SuppI ies  During  Lat ter 
Half  of  19^ 

Consumption  of  eggs  by  civilians  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^5 
is  estimated  at  about  100  eggs  per  capita,  substantially  above  the  con- 
sumption during  the  first  Quarter  of  19^+  and  probably  the  highest  on  record 
for  that  quarter.     This  high  level  of  consumption  reflected  the  reduced 
supply  of  meat  and  the  continuation  of  a  high  level  of  consumer  income. 
Accurate  data  are  not  available  as  to  the  extent  of  substitution  of  eggs 
for  meat,  but  it  is  apparent  that  substitution  of  eggs  for  meat  has  taken 
place  in  periods  of  meat  shortages,  as  in  recent  months. 

Civilian  demand  for  eggs  at  veiling  price*  throughout  most  of  the 
second  half  of  19^- K  probably  win  exceed  supply,  because  of  reduced  egg 
supplies  and  smaller  meat  production  than  in  19^.     Egg  production  is 
expected  to  continue  below  last  year,  and  supplies  available  to  civilians 
will  be  smaller  than  during  the  firct  half  of  th^  year  because  of  the  sea- 
sonally reduced  output  and  small  commercial  holding*  of  shell  and  frozen 
eggs.    Also,  mei.t  production  is  not  expected  to  increase  materially  until 
the  last  quarter  of  19^5* 

During  19UU,  noncivilian  takings  of  eggs  were  ibout  "^0  percent  of  the 
total  supply  available  for  human  use.     Total  requirements  from  noncivilians 
are  not  as  large  for  19^-5  as  ^ or  -9^,  primarily  bf=cpuse  of  decreases  in  re 
quirements  for  new  dried  eg  5  supplies  for  lend-lease.    However,  reouirement 
by  the  armed  forces  appear  to  be  moderately  above  last  y^ar.     Thus  far  the 
Army  supply  program  has  not  been  completely  fulfilled.     During  April  a  syst 
of  priorities  on  shell  and  frozen  egg*  was  instituted,  to  aid  the  military 
forces  in  obtaining  needed  egg  supplies. 

Prices  Received  f or  Eggs  Will  Be 
Koderat  ely  Above  19^ 

Reflecting  the  strong  demand  for  eggs,  prices  rpceived  by  farmers  ar 
expected  to  continue  moderately  above  those  received  in  correspoi-dong  mont 
of  19I1U.     Because  of  record  output  of  ^hell  egi*«  in  19^-J-,  accompanied  "by 
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large  supplies  of  ot'ier  foods,  especially  meat,  a  "burdensome  eg-*  supply 
situation  developed  during  the  first  half  of  th<=  year.     Government  purchase 
operations  were  undertaken  to  support  prices.    Prices  received  "by  farmers 
during  19^.  °y  quarters,  averaged  as  follows: 

Price  per      Percentage  of 
dozen  rarity 


1st 
2nd 
3rd 

Uth 

During  the  first  quarter  4of  19^5,  trices  received  "by  farmers  for 
eggs  averaged  36.6  cents  per  dozen,  107  -oercent  of  rarity  and  k.h  cents 
ahove  last  year.     Wholesale    and  retail  -or ices  probably  will  remain  at 
ceilings  during  most  of  19^5.  ari(l  prices  received  by  farmers  are  likely 
to  continue  above  those  of  last  year  by  3  to   6  cents  per  dozen. 


Cents  Percent 

quarter    32.2  99 

quarter   27.5  90 

quarter   73.2  91 

quarter   U2.2  qk 


Strong  Demand  for  Baby  Chicks ; 
Late  Hatch  Expected 


Chicks  hatched  by  commercial  hatcheries  during  March  totaled  262 
million,  9  "oercent  below  the  March  record  of  last  year,  but  otherwise  far 
ahead  of  any  March  ^rior  to  19^-2.     Es-opcially  pronounced  were  declines  of 
19  and  10  -percent  in  the  West  North  Central  and  East  Forth  Central  States, 
where  hatchings  are  carried  on  primarily  for  flock  r e-olacement .     These  two 
areas  account  for  about  5^  "oercent  of  commercial  hatch°ry  operations  during 
March.     Increases  in  March  this  year  compared  with  last  .  in  other  areas 
were  as  follows:     Hew  England  States,  11  percent;  Middle  Atlantic  States, 
8  oercent;   South  Atlantic  States,  11  -oercent;  and  Pacific  States,  3  -oercent. 

Table  1     .-  Commercial  hatchings  in  the  TTorth  Central  States, 
1935-39  average,  19^2-^5 


:ear 


Jan.  I  Feb;.   ]Mar.  *Apr.     ]  May  [Jxme  'July  ''Aug.   ;Sept,;°cV  Nov.;  Dec.  ]  Total 


Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil.  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil.     Mil.  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

East  Forth  Central 

1935-39 

'  3.8 

13.2 

1+0.9  65. k 

57.1 

22.5    6.5  2.8 

1.8 

1.8 

2.0 

2.2 

220.0 

19112 

10.0 

22.2 

60.6  81.0 

73.5 

31.1  16.  h  9.1 

6.2 

U.8 

KG 

32^.8 

19^3 

.9^ 

28.  2 

70.1  87.*+ 

89.8 

57.5  2217  12.7 

7-6 

6.U 

M 

2.5 

^98.8 

19UU 

.  7.0 

27.7 

69.5  83.5 

71.^ 

23.8    6.9  5.5 

M 

M 

V6 

2.U 

310.9 

19U5 

20. U 

62.5 

We 

st  North  Central 

1935-39 

:  2.5 

10.  U 

Uo.U  71.9 

70.7 

22.^    3.3  1.6 

1.6 

1.7 

1.5 

1.1 

22Q.  3 

19^2 

:  k.3 

20.  5 

73.3^1.9 

97.3 

39.8  10.2  511 

M 

M 

1.8 

^67.2 

19U3 

:  5.1 

26.1 

85.U11U.2  115.  ^ 

6l.9  lH.9  7-1 

6.2 

5.0 

3.U 

1.5 

UU6.0 

:  3.9 

30.1  102. 5.7 

87-6 

12.8    6.8  1.6 

1.8 

1.5 

.8 

.7 

^6^.8 

I9U5 

.  2.6 

17.9 

82.6 

totals  conrouted  from  unrounded  numbers. 
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Decrease  in  commercial  hatchings  in  the  worth  Centra?.  States  reflect 
the  relatively  low  egg  prices  throughout  .most  .of  19^  and  an  <=g  ;-f  ee.d  price 
ratio    "below  the  long-time  (l9,3^~^3)  average.     Also,  at  the  end  of  l^UH  when 
most  hatcherymen  were  making  plans  for  l^^,  the  demand  for  .eg ~s  was  uncertain. 
As  a  result,  many  hatcheries  were  not  preparedf  ora  big  '  hatching  season."' 'Most 
commercial  hatcheries  do  not  "buy  chicks  except  from  flocks  which  are  "blood 
tested  for  pullorum.     It  is  mandatory  for  hatcheries  participating  in  the 
National  Poultry  Im-orovement  Plan  to  have  flocks  blood-tested  "before  oualify- 
ing  for  certification.    About  Uo  percent  of  the  commercial  hatchery  capacity 
operates  under  the  jurisdiction  of . the  H.P.I. P.     Tfith  the  demand  outlook  for 
"baby  chicks  unfavorable  at  the  end  of  19UU,  commercial  hatchery  operators 
and  egg  producers  were  reluctant  to . ent er  into  agreements  for  the  production 
of  hatching  eggs. 

Reflecting  the  improvement  in  egg  prices  since  "December,  the  demand 
"for  baby,  chicks  in  the  past  2  months  has  become  strong.    At  present  hatcher-*  ec; 
are  unable  to  fill  all  orders  placed-,  .-^ence  it  is  expected  that  a  late  hatch 
will  develop,  similar  to  that  in  19^3-«     ^n  June  of  that  year  197  million 
chicks  were  hatched  and  in  July  83  million..    The  hatch  for  t he  2  months  was 
approximately  17  percent  of  the  total  in  19*+3»  although  ordinarily  only  about 
7  percent  of  the  total  hatch  takes  place  in  those  2  months. 

Broiler  Meat  Product  ion  Expect  ed 
To  Be  Materially  Above  191'-^ 

The  demand  for  chicken  meat  at  ceiling  prices  throughout  most  of  19^5 
probably  will  be  strong,  as  a  result  of  high  consumer  income,  reduced  sup- 
plies of  red  meats,  and  large  military  requirements.    The  armed  forces  are 
using  poultry  meat  to  supplement  the  supply  of  other  meat  for  American  service- 
men, principally  in  hospitals  and  overseas., 

Recently  OPA  was  authorized  by  the  Office  of  Economic  Stabilization 
to  increase  basic  price  ceilings  on  all  young  chickens.     Such  increases  will 
be  effective  July' 1  and  will  average  about  1-l/U  cents  per  pound.  Increases 
above  the  average  will  prevail  in    midwest em  areas. 

The  commercial  broiler  indastry  is  one  in  which  production  changes  can 
be  brought  about  quickly,  as  production  techniques  maice  it  possible  to' raise 
a  bird  to  h  pounds  in  12  to  l6  weeks.     Because  of  increased  unit  returns  and 
with  ample  feed  supplies,  broiler  meat  prod.ction  in  19^+5  is  expected  to 
increase  10  to  1-5  percent  from  19^.     Broiler  production  during  l^hh  is  es- 
timated at  6l0  million  pounds  (  dressed- vmght) . 

The  total.  19^5-  chicken  meat  supply  probably  will"  be  less  than  in  l^kh 
because  of  the  decline  in  chicken  meat  production  from  farm  flocks  which  will 
more  than  offset  increases  in  commercial  broiler  output.  Chickens  raised  in 
19^5  probably  will  be  nearly  the  same  as  in  19'U4'i  But  the  number  of  chickens 
on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  19^5  was  '65  million  head  (ll  percent)  less  than  . 
at  the  beginning  of  19^--«  JJo  material  change  in  chicken  numbers  is  expected 
from  January  1,  19^5  to  January  1,  19^6 . 
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Tahle  2.-  Production  of  chicken  meat  and  average  price  received  "by- 
Producers  for  farm  chickens  and  commercial  "broilers',  19 3^ — 
 .  (Data  for  cover  chart)  


Year 

:    Production  of 

chicken  meat 

(dressed  v/t.)  : 

t 

Commercial  : 
"broilers,  : 
price  ; 
per  pound  : 

Chickens, 
weighted 
average 
price 
per  pound 

:  Commercial 
:    hroiler  ±J 

:  ; 

Chicken 

(farm  and 

,              '    -  -J  1  l J-  Cvl  11  1  /  % 

Total 
( farm  and 
po'tif'nrm)  ■ 

J-  —  \J  -1-  4-        QJ-J-  111  /        —    -  \ 

i      Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lh. 

Mil.  Id. 

Cents 

Cents 

19^ 

!  85 

2,307 

2,392 

19.3 

11*3 

1935  : 

10  s 

2,189 

2,297 

20.1 

1^,9 

1936  i 

2,258  . 

2  ,  392 

20.7 

1937  i 

172 

2,100 

2,272 

21.  h 

15-9 

193S 

:  211 

2,003 

2,  21  k 

19.0 

15.  h 

261 

a,  x  00 

19^0  '  : 

337 

2,085 

2,^22 

17.3 

13.3 

19^1  ! 

kk5 

2,197 

2,6^-2 

1S.U 

15.3 

i9k2  : 

53I+ 

2,988 

22.9 

18.9 

19^3  ! 

6Us 

'3*152 

■  3,806 

28.6 

610 

2,850 

3,  ^60  ■ 

28.  3' 

23.9 

l/  Commercial  "broilers  include  all  young  chickens  of  the  heavy  or  cross  "breeds, 
2-^-  pounds  live  weight,'  raised  for  meat,  and  from  which  pullets  are  sold  for 
broilers  as  well  as  the  cockerels.     "Commercial  "broiler"  production  is  not 
included  in  farm  production  estimates. 
2/  Preliminary. 


Civilian  supplies  will  be  significantly  smaller  "because  of  increased  -' 
military  procurement.     W0  119  provides  that  virtually  all  "broilers  produced  in 
the  h  important  "broiler  ar.eas  are  to  "be  set  aside  for  sale  to  governmental 
agencies.     It  is  estimated  that  civilians  in  19^  received  an  average  of  23.5 
pounds  per  capita,  nearly  5  pounds  less  than  in  19^3»  "but  over  5  pounds  more  "than 
the  1935-39  average  of  18  pounds.     In  19^5»  P©1"  capita  consumption  prohahly  will 
"be  ahout  20  pounds. 

RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

March  Pate  of  Lay  6  Percent  Above 
Last  Year  and  Highest  on  Record 


Egg  production  during  March  totaled  ^>kS  million  dozen,  k  percent  "below 
the  March  "record  of  ISkk,  "but  38  percent  higher  than  the  193^^3  average.  •  Por 
the  first  quarter  of  19^5i   egg  production  was  1, 291 . million  dozen,  7  percent 
less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  19^1-j  "but  more  than  in  any  other 
first  quarter. ■  ' " 

The  average  number  of  layers  on  farms  during  March  was  396  million, 
9  percent  less  than  the  March  average  of  19^.     However,  offsetting  this  decline 
in  number  of  layers  was  a  6  percent  increase  in  the  average  number  of  eggs 
laid  per  layer,   so  that  total  output  was  only  h  percent  smaller  than  last  year. 
This  record  March  rate  of  lay  is  a  reflection  of  extremely  nild  weather  and 
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possibly  of  further  improvement  in  production  techniques.     Ample  feed  supplies 
and  a  favorable  egg-feed  price  ratio  may  have  also  had- some  effect  on  the 
rate  of  lay.     In  the  West  Horth  Central  States  layers -produced  an  average 
of  16.65  eggs,  S  percent  more  than  in  March  last  year.     For  the  United  States 
as  a  whole,  the  March  rate  of  lay  averaged  l6 .  5*4- .  eggs-  per  layer,  almost 
equal  to  that  reached  in  recent  years  during  April. 

Egg  Prices  Decline  Seasonally  But 
Are  Above  Last  Year 

The  average  price  received  "by  farmers  for  eggs  in  mid-March :  was  33. 1 
cents  per  dozen,  S  percent  less  than  in  the  previous  month,  a  usual  seasonal 
decline.     This  price  was  106  percent  of  parity.     Compared  with  last  year, 
the  average  price  received  by  farmers  x^as  3.0  cents  higher  and  except  for 
mid-March  1920  and  19^3  ;,ras  the  highest  reported  for  that  month.     A  strong 
demand  for  shell  eggs  and  a  reduction  in  output  of  about  U  percent  from  last 
'year  were  responsible  for  the  high  price  in  March. 

The  egg-feed  price  ratio  in  mid-March  was  12  percent  above  the  long- 
'time  (193^-^3)  average. 

Since  mid-March,  wholesale  and  retail  egg  prices  have  been  firm  at 
ceiling  levels.     As  of  April  21,  current  receipts  at  Chicago  were  quoted 
at  33*8  cents  per  dozen,   2.85  cents  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Retail 
prices  were  also  at  ceiling  levels.     Luring  January  I9U5  the  LLS  retail 
price  was  60  cents  per  dozen,  6  cents  higher  than  in  January  19^.  In 
February  the  LLS  average  retail  price  was  5^  cents  per  dozen,   H  cents  above 
the  previous  February. 

Into- storage  Movement  of  Eggs 
.  Far  Selow  Last  Year 

Reflecting  the  strong  current  demand  for  eggs,   the  into-storage  move- 
ment of  shell  eggs  in  March  was  far  below  last  year.     Luring  March, 
million  cases  of  shell  eggs  were  placed  in  cold  storage.     About  one-fourth 
of  this  total  was  for  Government  use.     Commercial  shell  egg  inputs  during 
March  were  slightly  below  the  'j-yea-T  average 

(19U0-UU).  The  into-storage 
movement  of  frozen  eggs  during  March  was  about  60  percent  of  the  movement 
in  March  ljkk. 

Since  April  1,   according  to  weekly  reports  from  35  markets,   the  into- 
storage  movement  has  continued  behind  last  year.    .The  shell  egg  into-storage 
movement  in  the  35  markets  from  March  31  through  April  21  was  925,000  cases, 
U6,000  cases  less  than  in  similar  period  of  19^.     The  into-storage  movement 
of  frozen  eggs  was  at  the  rate  of  about  three-fourths  of  last  year.  However, 
a  good  portion  of  the  eggs  going  into'  storage,  probably  one-fourth  to  one- 
third,  was  for  Army  use,   so  that  cor.nercial  storage  holdings  at  present  are 
far  below  last  year  and  probably  are  near  the  prewar  average. 
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Table  3.-  Cold  storage  holdings  of  egg  products,  United  States, 
April  1,  1935-39  average,  lgU^- U5 


Egg 
product 


Shell   

Frozen  2/ , 
Dried  3/ . 


April  1  average 
1935-39 


April  1,  lqkk 
total 
holdings  1/ 


April  1,  19^5 
total  holdings 


April  1,  19^5 
non-Government- 

o\\med 
__hsldinga   


1.000  cases 
1,227 
1,581 


1.000  cases 

~V+53~ 
3,962 
6,748 


1.000  cases 
1,777 
3.076 
9,988 


1,000  cases 


1,074 
2, 381* 
1,223 


1/  Includes  WFA  holdings. 

2/  Case  equivalent,  converted  on  basis  of  37.5  pounds  to  the  case. 
3/  Case  equivalent,  converted  on  "basis  of  10  pounds  to  the  case. 

Purchases  Sharply  Reduced 


From  Last  Year 

In  I9UU  the  War  Food  Administration  began  purchasing  shell  eggs  for  price 
support  purposes  in  early  January,  and  purchase  programs  were  carried  on  into 
the  summer.    A  total  of  5-1/2  million  cases  of  shell  eggs  were  purchased.  Dried 
eggs  were  aleo  purchased  for  price  support  purposes.    The  proposed  dried  egg 
program  provided  for  procurement  of  185  million  pounds  for  delivery  from  February 
1944  through  January  19^5.     In  addition,  for  price  'support  purposes  approximately 
6l  million  pounds  were  purchased. 

The  situations  so  far  in  I945  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  that  in  I9UU.  The 
10-case  purchase  program  in  operation  for  the  past  3  years  in  the  South  has  been 
reinstated.    Marketing  facilities  in  the  South  are  not  able  to  absorb  a  local 
seasonal  surplus,  so  that  purchases  by  WFA  are  carried  on  a  small  scale.  WFA 
has  also  attempted  to  buy  moderate  quantities  of  shell  eggs  to  fulfill  lend- 
lease  requirements.    Thur  far,  only  a  small  quantity  has  been  purchased. 

To  make  eggs  more  freely  available  to  the  armed  forces  and  civilians, 
WFA  recently  lowrred  its  top  paying  price  on  dried  egg..     As  of  April  1  the 
announced  top  paying  price  was  3  cents  below  the  ceiling  price.    This  gives  a 
top  price  of  $1.09  per  pound  f.o.b.  New  York  for  the  delivery  April  through 
June.     The  purchase  price  in  I943  and  in  1944  on  April  1  was  $1.15  per  pound  for 
the  April  through  June  delivery  period.    WFA  purchases  of  dried  egg  this  year 
have  been  significantly  less  than  at  any  tine  since  dried  egg  procurement  has 
been  in  operation. 

Table  4»-  Purchases  of  dried  whole  egg  by  the  War  Food  Administration, 


Year' 

Jan.  \ 

Feb.! 

Mar.: 

Apr.: 

May  : 

*  * 

June:  July: 

Aug. 

: Sept. : 

Oct.: 

Nov . : 

Dec/. 

Total 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil.  Mil. 
lb.  lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

1942 

1943 
1944 

•1945 

:  11.4 
:  7.2 
:  26.4 
:  6.2 

12.9 
20.1 
27.0 
5.0 

13.1 
12.6 

I8.3 

9.9 

13.^ 
21.4 

27.7 
10.7 

18.3 
17.2 
27.0 
1.9 

17.5  18.5 
10.9  19.6 
26.1  24.8 
0.5 

19.2 
19.9 
31.5 

19.2 
16.1 

24.2 

22.0 
16.4 
20.4 

25.3 
20.1 
12.8 

15.8 
28.1 
7.6 

206.6 
209.6 
273.8 
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Poultry  Sup-plies  Increasing  But 
Far  Below  Last  Year 

'Comparisons  of  current  market  receipts  with  those  of  previous  years 
'are "not  strictly  accurate  as  indications  of  changes  in  supplies.  Intermarket 
movements,  receipts  at  terminal  markets  for  the  Army,  and  other  contribut- 
ing      'factors  do  not  make  for  'compare hi lity.    Also,  in  periods  of  shortage 
as  at  present,  many  hirds  which  ordinarily  would  go  through  usual  market 
channels  circumvent  the  packing  plants  and  are  marketed  directly  to  consumers 
However,  comparisons  may  he  useful  to  indicate  general  trends. 

Receipts  of  poultry  in  the  primary  and  secondary  markets  are  increasii 
seasonally  hut  are  far  below  -last  year.     Weekly  receipts  of  live  poultry 
at  midwest  primary  markets  for  the  first  2  weeks  in  April  averaged  72?, 000 
pounds  compared  with  773*000  pounds  weekly  during  March  and  a  weekly  average 
during  April  I9UH  of  1,690,000  pounds.    Receipts'  of  live  poultry  at  New  York 
during  March  and  April  are  slightly  nare  than  one- half  of  last  year. 

Demand  for  poultry  at  ceiling  prices  is  running  far  in  excess  of  supp! 
The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  in  mid-March,  at  25  cents' 
per  pound,  was  the  second  highest  ever  reported  for  the  month,-  and  was 
exceeded  only  in  1920.  The  March  price  this  year  was  1.2  cerits  per  pound 
higher  than  in  March  19^+.  '-  • 

Turke y  Embargo  Order  Reinstated 

War  food  Order  106,  issued  July  11,    19^  required:  the  set  aside  of  al_ 
turkeys  produced  in  "turkey  areas"  for  sale  to  governmental  agencies.  On 
November  •  6 ,  ltykk  the  set-aside- provisions  of  the"  order  were  suspended, 
following  the  fulfillment  of  the  l^hk  military  procurement  program. 
Effective  April  S,  19^5,  WFO  106  was  reinstated,  with  certain  revisions. 

In  19^,  turkey  production  was  5^7  million  pounds  ( dressed  wieght)  , 
the  largest  ever  reported*     Despite  large  military  procurement,  civilians 
•during  l<jkk  recei-ved  slightly  more  than  3  pounds  per  capita,  compared  with 
a  1935-39- average  of  2.5  pounds.  ; 

Based  on  the  intentions : as  of  February  1,  turkey  growers  expect  to 
rJaltee  2 -percent  more  turkeys-  in  I9U5  than  in  I9UU.     On  that  "basis,  the  19^5 
turkey  production  will  be  between  575 "and  600  million  pounds,  dressed 
weight.     With  ample  feed  supplies  and  favorable  weather,  and  a  strong 
demand  for  turkey  meat,  it  is  expected  that  the  intentions  will  at  least 
be'met.     Hatchings  of  poults  are  far'ahead  of  last  year.  Accordingly, 
even. with- somewhat  higher  military  requirements  this- year  than  last  year, 
civilians'  iyill  probably  ohtain  slightly  more  turkey  'meat  than  in  19^U. 

Cash  Receipts  from  Poultry  and  Poultry 
•    Products  .in  19 kk  Totaled  2.5  Billion     .  • 
Dollars 

Cash  receipts  by  .farmer- s  'from  sales  of  eggs,   chickens,  commercial 
broilers,  turkeys ,.  and  other  poultry  during  lykk  aggregated  "2. 3  billion 
dollars,  ahout  1^9  million  dollars  below  t-he  record  of  19^3;  but  otherwise 
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the  highest  ever  reported.    Although  egg  production  was  ~f  percent  greater 
in  1944  than  in  19^3,  the  average  price  received  "by  farmers  was  ljj  percent 
lower.    Farmers  received  1,33^  million  dollars  from  sales  of  eggs  compared 
With  1,426  million  dollars  in  1943»    Declines  were  also  reported  in  receipts 
from  chickens  and  broilers,  "because  of  decreases  in  output.    However,  an 
increase  of  24"  percent  in  farmers'  cash  receipts  from  turkeys  was  indicated 
in  1944  compared  with  1943;  in  1944  cash  receipts  from  sales  of  turkeys  were 
more  than  triple  the  1935-39  average. 

In  most  recent  years,  10  to  11  percent  of  total  cash  receipts  from 
marketings  of  all  farm  products  were  obtained  from  poultry  and  poultry 
products.     In  1943,  the  proportion  was  greater  —  13  percent. 

Table  5«-  Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings:  Total  all  farm  marketings  and 
poultry  and  poultry  products,  1925-?9  average,  1935-39  average,  1940-44 


Year 


Eggs 


Chi ckens 


Commercial 
broilers 


Turkeys 


:  Receipts  : 
j     from  I 
poultry  : 
and  poultry: 
products  t 
1/ 


Mil,  dol.    Mil.  dol, 


Mil.  dol, 


1/  Includes  other  poultry, 
2[  Preliminary. 


Cash 
receipts 
from  all 

farm 
marketings 


Mil,  dol.      Mil,  dol.      Mil,  dol. 


1925-29  av. 

69O 

341 

1,091 

10,937 

1935-39  av.  , 

485 

213 

39 

~63 

812 

7,937 

19^0 

465 

190 

66 

78 

g09 

8,340 

1941  : 

658 

245 

93 

?8 

1,107 

11,157 

1942 

1,00S 

346 

139 

145 

1,652 

15,316 

19^3  , 

1,4?6 

625 

210 

160 

2,450 

19,252 

19442/  . 

1,336 

541 

19s 

198 

2,301 

20,228 

APRIL  19^5  -  lU  - 

BAE  "SITUATION"  REPORTS 


The 

Cotton  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

Dairy  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

Demand  and  Price  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

Farm  Income  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

Pats  and  Oils  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

Peed  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

Pruit  Situation 

(Quarterly) 

The 

Livestock  and  Wool  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

National  Food  Situation 

(Monthly) 

The 

Poultry  and  Egg ■ Situation 

(Monthly) 

-L  llo 

iUUdtuU     OX  t  Llex  b  ±  U  11 

I    in  TQ^f  flfl  it  1 

v  siu9*^  oeny; 

The 

Vegetable  Situation 

(Quarterly) 

The 

Wheat  Situation 

(Bi-monthly, 

monthly  fo 
July  and 

The  World  Sugar  Situation  (Annually)  August) 

The  above  reports  are  available  free  upon  reque-t.    Address  requests  t 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


/ 
/ 


